
 Unit: 3  

Grade Level: 8 
Unit Name:  Unit 3- A Moral Compass- Story Elements 
Pacing  36-40 days 

Priority Standards:  
 
8RL.2.D:Analyze how literary devices are 
used to develop setting, reveal character, 
advance the plot, and contribute to 
meaning. 
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Learning Targets: 
 
 
➢ I can analyze how literary devices are 

used to develop setting.  

➢ I can analyze how literary devices are 

used to reveal character.  

➢ I can analyze how literary devices are 

used to advance the plot.  

➢ I can analyze how literary devices are 

used to contribute to meaning. 

Supporting Standards:  
8RL-2-B-Analyze how differences in the points 

of view of the characters and the audience or 

reader create dramatic irony. 

 

8RL.3.A:Analyze the extent to which a filmed 

or live production of a story or drama stays 

faithful to or departs from the text or script, 

evaluating the choices made by the director or 

actors. 

 

8RI.2.B:Analyze how the author acknowledges 

and responds to conflicting evidence or points 

of view in a text. 

 

8RL.3.D- Read and comprehend literature, 

including stories, dramas, and poems, 

independently and proficiently. 

 

8RI.1.C: Interpret visual elements of a text, 

including those from different media and draw 

conclusions from them (when applicable). 

 

8RI-3-A Compare and contrast information 

presented in different mediums and analyze 

how the techniques unique to each medium 

contribute to meaning 

 

8RI-2-D Evaluate an author's argument, 

assessing whether the reasoning is sound and 

the evidence is relevant and sufficient; 

recognize when irrelevant evidence is 



introduced. 

 

8RL-2-A Analyze how an author's choice 

concerning a text's form or overall structure 

contributes to meaning. 

 

8RL-3-D Read and comprehend literature, 

including stories, dramas, and poems, 

independently and proficiently. 

Big Ideas: 
 

1.  Not every word means what it 
says.  

2. All claims that are made 
should be supported with 
sound reasoning and 
evidence. 

3.  A person’s character is 
influenced by their 
environment.  

 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 

1.  How is our character formed?    

2. What environmental factors 

influence our character? 

 

Vocabulary: 
 
Conclusion 
Claim counterclaim 
Connotative 
Figurative 
Textual evidence 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


